


Our Strathbogie Forest

The Strathbogie Forest and surrounding landscape is part of the traditional lands of a number of Traditional
Owners - the Taungurung, Yorta Yorta, and Bangerang people. | wish to acknowledge all Traditional
Owners as custodians of this land.

The Strathbogie Ranges in northeast Victoria cover an area of about 240,000 ha and are separated from the
main Great Dividing Range by the Goulburn and Broken Rivers. The ranges' geology and topography,
together with their proximity to semi-arid, inland Australia, have combined to developed a unique combination
of landforms and a characteristic biota that is notably different to the adjacent ranges to the east and south.

In the last 150 years, the Strathbogie Ranges have lost 74% of their native forest cover and a number of
vertebrate species are known to have become extinct. The Strathbogie Forest represents the only secure
habitat in the entire Strathbogie Ranges for the long-term survival of hundreds, perhaps thousands of forest-
dependent species. Principle among these is the Greater Glider (Petauroides volans), which is listed under
Australian and Victorian threatened species legislation. The Strathbogie Forest has one of the healthiest
Greater Glider populations remaining in Victoria, deemed to be of Regional, if not State significance.

Though modest in size, the statewide significance of this forest is now beyond argument. Its protection in a
conservation reserve is urgently required for meeting National Reserve System targets, Victorian Government
protection commitments and for the survival of iconic national and state endangered fauna species.

These images are collated here as a pictorial record of the campaign to protect the Strathbogie Forest,
2013-2020.

Bertram Lobert, Boho South, 25 November 2020.

Front cover: The Strathbogie Forest, view south from Rocky Ned Lookout.
Back cover: "An example of over-ringing The Tableland", view from Major's Hill, Strathbogie township in foreground ca. 1900 (A.W.R.
Vroland & J.R. Donald, 1906 - https://ehive.com/collections/6420/objects/752873/notes-on-strathbogie).



The failed Ferraris coupe, clear-felled in 2006 and still not regenerated in 2013. This coupe was one of
the reasons the community began campaigning for better management of the Strathbogie Forest.
Another reason for the increasing community concern, was Vicforests planned increase in logging
intensity between 2013-2016 (maps following page).
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Strathbogie Forest 24,000 ha

Public land - green; pine plantations - orange

Logging history is incompletely mapped, here
showing what has been migrated to GIS (1993-2006)

Proposed logging 2013-1016 - 450 ha




Vicforests logging was beginning to have a
devastating impact on our native forest. Several
clear-felled coupes showed near total
regeneration failure.

Local business, Murphy's Tomatoes, was
chipping Tolmie forests to heat their
greenhouses - would the Strathbogie Forest
be next?



Tolmie native forest turned into firewood
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Tolmie logs at Murphy's, ready for chipping Tolmie Native forest logs and chips

Images this page: Doug Vance
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Full-house community meeting,
Strathbogie Hall, 24th February, 2014.
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Poorly managed regeneration; this coupe was
logged in 1998

Planned burning - another threat to forest
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Tall Daisy (Brachyscome diversifolia) The Paps from Golden Mountain
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Bird orchid (Cheiloglottis sp

Showy Violet (Viola betonicifolia)

Snow Gum (Eucalyptus pauciflora)



Ferraris coupe: Vicforests
have turned native forest
into a hardwood plantation
in the middle of the
Strathbogie Forest.




Helena Gum Moth

Exquisite detail - moths are important ecosystem engineers, decomposing elevated fine fuels and leaf
litter.

The end-of a’nigﬁt%,rhéthing ’




Longwood Primary School student entries in the Wild Strathbogie Art
Festival, November 2014




MARGINAL

SEATS
GET MORE election saw an
ATTENT'ON unsuccessful

THAN SAFE SEATS local campaign

§— to make the seat
T i Reros
g— egife,

Liberal candiate Tony Shneider mises VEAC B
investigation, if they win the Victorian election.
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planned burn killed large numbers of old growth trees







>

Fihﬁ; Ferns




fw o

‘-‘—‘,"’.':-'-L.
B2, e e

4




We value the
athbogie Forests
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Community meeting, Old Flour Mill, October 2015
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Tames Rd planned burn
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TAMES ROAD PLANNED BURN - IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Strathbogie Sustainable Forests Group - January 2016

Recent planned burns in Strathbogie forests have been disastrous for the health of the forest and its
resident fauna. A significant proportion of the old-growth elements in the forest that have survived
150+ years of logging and fires, have been destroyed by a recent planned burn. Planned burning of the
sort and at the scale undertaken by DELWP in Strathbogie forests must stop immediately and a more
informed approach to bushfire mitigation needs to be developed, particularly in light of the shift to a

risk-based approach to fire risk in the State,

Old-growth trees killed by the planned burn - how old was t
Background

On 28 March 2015. Dept. Environment. Water & Planning (DEL
ha section of forest in the Strathbogie Ranges, known as the Tam
burn, at the request of a neighbouring landholder that knew the ar
Strathbogie Sustainable Forests Group (SSFG) inspected parts of
perimeter. From that inspection it was clear that at least some par
high intensity fire that severely scorched large areas of the tree ca
understorey vegetation to mineral earth and Killed a number of the
the forest.

Subsequent mspection of another part of the planned burn sugges
this burn may have been more widespread than initially thought.

The full report: https://strathbogiesustainableforests.wordpress.com/
2016/01/29/planned-burning-decimates-big-trees-strathbogie-forest/

Discussion

The impact of this “successful’ (according to
DELWP’s assessment) planned burn on stags and
trees in the survey area was devastating. It's the
impact on the stags and larger trees in the forest that
gives most concern. Many parts of the burn area
carried barely a trickling fire, yet this was enough to
fell some of the largest and oldest trees in the forest.
Our survey results show that:

* Half (51%) of all stags (= 70 cm DBH) in
areas affected by the burn, were destroyed
by the burn.

* Almost half, 47 %, of the largest trees in the
forest (=100 cm DBH) in areas affected by
the burn, were Killed by the burn.

* The four biggest trees in the survey area, by
a considerable margin (between 1.5m and
1.9 m DBH), were all killed and felled by
the planned burn.

Extrapolation of these results beyond the survey area
suggests that this planned burn has seriously degraded
the ecological condition and resilience of this forest

el Placlor ccctncd el eciws wacwetetlaw cvceclena 80

Listed species like the Powerful Owl still survive in
the Strathbogie forest and require very large, old
trees for nesting. Image D. Fraser.




Burns planned for Autumn 2016, Strathbogie Ranges. Lagand
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Impact of logging on carbon stocks, Strathbogie Forest - report 2016

https://strathbogiesustainableforests.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/20160224_carbon-stocks-in-the-strathbogie-ranges_clean_160316.pdf

4 Summary
An emissions assessment has been conducted for planned harvest and burning activities in the
Strathbogie Ranges. A summary of emissions is presented in Table 1. The analysis includes an
o assessment of emissions from decaying debris and wood products created as a direct result of the
|~ - orests A I | ve harvest. Th_ifiummary assumes only one harvest occurs. A comparative scenario has been presented
in section 10.3 to model harvest events every 40 years.

FORESTS ALIVE PTY LTD
An analysis of vegetation regrowth after a harvest event is also included. Although models indicate

significant carbon gains from tree growth over 100 years, successful regeneration is not a given, as
explained in section 10.1.1 of this report.

When a harvest emission occurs and when the carbon can sequestered back in to the vegetation is
also an important factor to consider. This is explored in section 10.3

Carbon Stocks in the Strathbogie

Ranges Tahis I' Summary of emissions from burning and harvesting activities in the Strathbogle Ranges
b

An assessment of carbon stocks in the

‘athbogie Ranges and the potential carbor s it ool

2016 tCO,e between 2017
missions as a result of harvesting trees in and 2118 tCOze
the area for wood products SREUING ORI A AAs TRERE

Immediate vegetation loss 87,410 0

( due to harvest
Decay of debrisasaresult 0 149,552
of harvest
Decay of wood products 0 120,879
created from harvesting
Carbon decay in soil 0 18,542
Sub total 130,248 365,510

I - TOTAL 495,758 Equivalent to the
annual emissions of
I 256,870 cars*
14 January 2016

Sequestration from 490,105
vegetation regrowth re-
seeding *
* Burning d to be cond d in 2017 and 2018.

¥ Assuming no future harvest events and no natural disturbances



Euroa Gazette, Wednesday April 13, 2016

FIHEFIGHTERS FOFI FORESTS; A group ot eoneemed volunteer ﬂreﬂgmors recently formed to take action with prescribed burns in the
Strathbogle State Forest. Firefighters 4 Forests members (pldured) are a&voeatrng for cool slow bumms.

Water supply, wﬂdllfe ‘concerning new group

By TARA WHITSED regarding the burns , rain they can conduct small cool shared around a combined 600
: “We're not against preseribed ~ burns.” he said. . ) years’ experience; Andrew alone:
A GROUP has recenﬂy formed huming,” he said. He said that the group’s main said he had foughr fires since he
in the wake of ¢ ~ “Justdon’t be insuch a buny 10 concemns were to do with the ‘was 16 years old.
burn the whole lot in such a'short  water supply that runs off the “I've been a ﬁreﬁghﬁer in Victo-
amount of time.” i Stralhbogws as well as displaced ria for the last 20 years” he said.
He said that the group would ‘wildlife that would merge onto - Andrew said that as firefighters,
like to see cool burning inthe farmland. - members of the group did care
Strathbogies; after the recent dry “What we would like to see about the safety of the Strathbo-

d only just having five - targeted is displaced wildlife," he © gies.

millimetres of rainfall in recent “We really amwoﬂangtowaxd
weeks Andmw said that the group, the same goal: to have a safe and
‘When wehnve some: decenl ‘who met on Sunday last week,  secure environment,” he said.-

Local volunteer ﬁreﬁghters supporting the forest.
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Firefighters for Forests, April 2016
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Ferraris Rd, April 2016
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Parlour's Creek coupe logging, proposed Barjarg Rd planned
burn, the disasterous Tames Rd burn and collaboration with

apiarists - it was all happening in 2016!

of significant b sity values in Parlours coupe, Strathbogie Ranges

137 September 2015
Strathbogia Sustmnable Forests Group
Surnmaory

The Panouns cupe containg 4 mumber of high mnwervation values, none of witich hive bewn adeguately
considered In the predogging planning. Greuter Gliders und Powerful Owls both occur in the coupe and the
forest tselt complies with the DELWR/Vics of High C Vaiue foret

VieForpsts have conducted no on-ground fauna sutveys far the above vakeos, yot mtend to lag the coupe s
warly 33 the 1597 Septembar 2056 (€ days hence).

The Planning Stendards (DST 2014) for the Nocth East FVIA are out-of-date and senously inadeguate. They
make no mentipn whirtsaever af the Greates Gilder, which i now listed a3 threatenod in Victarla and under
he EPBC Act.

Planned
burn disaster

SERYRAM LOBERT # QO!.' 7»‘»
STRATY 3
FOREST
S CALUNG FORANEND 1O
LARGE-SCALE FUEL REDUCTION
BURANING IN THE STRATHROGIES

v Greater Glider densities in Pariours coupe are 21 high as 11.7/¥m trangect A significant peoportion of the old-
4 These densities are Wigh eriugh o be rmgarded as 3 I the East and growth clements in part of the
elicit speclal protection from logging (DSE 2014) Strathbogie State Fosest that have
*  During thrae formal visits ta The coupe 20d (13 immediate environs over the last two years. the Fowerty| vurvived 156+ years of logging and
Ol has been recorded on two accasions, The Parlours Cresk eatchment, inchufing the coupe aces 18 cleady been destroyed by & secent cvidence foe the tmpact of plansed These residts call into sersons guestion

part ol 3 residant owls’ regular home range. The appropsiate SPZ thould be investigated and declared
Thure & concermn that, although Fawerhul Oah we comidered In the Planning Standards, the POMA

(March 2015) planned bora.

barns, the Srathbogic Sotsinable
Forests Group (SSFG] undertook

DELWPS program of plasned borning ia
the Strathbogic foroxts. The leved of troc

“strategy’ has not been reviewesd for some yats and that sieas set aside for Powertul Owis in the North t‘m’:‘;;’:: some parsi of Getaled on-ground sirveys to death and ko of Bollow bearing trees
Edstmay nat provide the fevel of protection inteoded _ ik i hxr:h.::; 5 Geanify the imgpct of the 2005 dum coepletely usacceptabie and flies b the
¢ Weugently recommend that a moratonum be placed on all planned foggng in the Strathbogic Ranges g in hrse' o Garee ’ 3 on the health and survivael of trees. 1o face of threutening processcs Neted under

until thare has besn 3 comp e Incinerated J:umwmm' encoursge informed decision -raking. the Fura and Feara Guanuntee Act
Location. m:’ » mﬁ':::: impacton To continge with the schoduled program
Parlour’s coupe 1632:508-0001) Les in the catchment of Porlours Ch/Sugadoal Ox, a tributary of Moonee . troes it parts of the forest hollow-bearing trees of plarned burss would be ecologically
Moonee Ck and the Broken Miver. The coupe iy bounded by Umn East d, Mowes Mill Th, Parlour’s Tk and Irresponaible and mot peobaily not
Varlour's Ch The Strathbogie Stse Forest ichometo A 305 o 273 trees with a diamneter of nccessary, given the government’s shi& 10

& rumber of forvst- dependent specrs 20 £y of more were mcasined and a risk-based plannod burming taget.

that ace valnerable to the impact of assucd for planced b rpact

planned herae the Powerful Owl, They were Nasrow-Jeaf Peppensunts, Whilst the bum killed/felled many movre

Loggmg postponed in Strathbogle forest, for now

Ww coupe, & m that
there wers concerns raised by ] -
some community mermbers during LH_LS_A—“—-E'A.@A;
bl
lll‘nS l m e C()ncern v o g i o TMBER HARVESTi,
'Wo Apo!ogin for these initial
¢ and wii onewio we | UNAUTHORISED /\CCESSTD '{m
By, bR PR Wi b i, it populi For -m,mm-m ity e cormimursityin i oo Wil ZONE |6 PROBIBITED FROM THE
o mpnmlhbmlh-n socently  vecrmtion) astivitics such o we plan 10 b over the next the confimmed fiture stor dae, OATE SPECIFIED BELOW A\D
Water aod P (L= tiog, hohoalkig bird  three yeact™ Regardicss of whiext e logging SFFENCES AND PENALTIES
(WE) w= cousing e Mr Loag acknowledged opetation doss begin, SSF and the APPLY IN THIE ZONE
mum; Toad oo that there bid been » suniber Eurog Environment Gioup have s
DELWP's acting atsiy- g, of people wh expressed signalied their intentions 1o not aliow LT B OFEDS:
:n'lwgmmmr he L&ymsuymmll cancoris Tegurd) u;um:m 14580 N Aezte
e rephin, p:q’ ihe nqu plansed s
Sokd G anailick o A ‘.1& m«,mw T Coues LOOATIN ke s St
hmlall ‘ﬁ“‘m forcst v “THEEWE has hauln ATV yEsoRSET N
o -
bdnx t:u’;' m bf:&n e kk:l:sn‘n&mm _gﬂ
‘Roud, whid 3 .
taus n sie. ' m' e e .
Mir Long s (he buimms impnce of the fotite bush- i
were & key aspect of fire “Wa huve cilled on the mwmo,mwm:m
taagensent onpablic land Fromber and the Bt ron- savioseat, be sl
By plusned i the man Minister 10 call off the ﬂwm Ml however, said il
Strathibogii= Siate Foyes 3000 Tctire burn which  nominated from woukd appeur there biad been
will eeduce thio speeod o will see 3 large Swatlis of - "onm}ér,hmmun £ contltition reganting the ON NOTICE: The sign nailed to one of the soon-to-be-felied trees in
vty of Dushfires thonigh fores) rebed ity 10 moet v and uro Inclisded  orrvirmmental gonditionn of Coupe, St gie. This form of d
the Sirithbagie St Fresl — an out of date goverminent it working fores.” h;wmfn i DELWP'S teee von fite e ires to be buarn tocal groun
an proviike peotection o m"‘, she frive. “Fhis mstiy, His0nE aperations plin,” he s, » Con pages fooking o7 Nl Bpocics and thelr hTEA b o

in & stoush with the Depattmy
of Envircnment, Land

- saud in @ joint staemont thal VF's pact
with) e

Water o

.



DELWP compromise burn plan - yes!

REROXIRfTE ARER  Fininip B Sudnini RGN 2l

Strathbogie -Barjarg Road (3GBN0043) -
A3 e Opatorn Mop RALOUES Bloct), WO AROONNGTE Rogis TR CANDIAG WESPATE. W = I

i & { ‘a g

- Group approves of plan for
Ipcomi r1ct :

[ENTILEN
ey —— O e
© v tionter — Lightng Pamrs .
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M(mtam Gums, Ferraris Rd-.
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Parlour's Creek picnic
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e these trees really




Parlour's Creek trail camera surveys, October 2016.




Then the notices appeared ...

%’W/_,ABL,—E—EQ - IS (TIMBER ACT 00

THIS AIEA IS A
TIMBER HZ.RVEST)\,
SAFETY ZONE

UNAUTHORISED ACCESS TO THis
ZONE IS PROHIBITED FROM THE _
DATE SPECIFIED BELOW AND : - sy
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES Parlour's Creek logging, November 2016
APPLY IN THIS ZONE

TIMBER HARVESTING OPERATIONS COMMENCE
ON 5/9/2016

S V"_( wios
.. along with it

AND APPLY FOR COUPE LOCATION 412-504-0001
AS PUBLISHED AT WWW.VICFORESTS.COMAU

Th6 Moty g gy

In accordance with socti :
afety on 77C of the Sustainable Forests (Timber) Act 2008
%M«w 10 4 coupe, any road that is within that coupe that has beon ck

Porations and any aren of state forest within 150 motres of the boundEE

S andithe ma

3 A

chinery. -~~~
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Harvestlg begms in forest

By WILL uumnv

AFTER 2 mumiwer of detays,
and despite the best afforts of

Forésts! mathinary moved it
the Suathbogi Timest Tt

he downpour vn Spadey,
Nmmber 13 had put 2 stop
tornentarily so the opérations
scheduled to'hegn the follow-
ing day, however, e wanmer
weather allowed recommens-
meat thortly thereafter, much

“We dee 100y frusteated
by thin action.” Best Lobert, of
Struthbogic Svstainable Foreus
(SSFY wid the Guzetse:

and Fauna Guarsiiice Act ansl
sMarutory forest ' managemont

guaiielives

“Wir thecofnre consider this
un flizpal opertion, and will te
consdeting ingal action)”

Tho claims of illegafity siem
from conperns the Victoran
Governpient’s Departmeit of
Envi Land, Water and
rhmm; (DELWP) frave fubhed
10 bl \he operutions of Vickor-
o388 {4 st uw il corpaniion ),
s sequieed 80 do sy i ocder 1o
protect the pon timber value of
e forest- namclyits popidatioo
of thiutined Gt Gliders mnd
Powerful Owis.

Botl spiexses ATC pritected
under Victorin's Feans ond Flors
Guarsniee Act, aid e Goetter
Glivker - of which fhe group says
there i = signlfican popalation
in the pan of the: Stathbigic
Forest which will be logied
o mow Tisfed A threstensd in

mmmm instatisg en the Lima East Rosd that In
o Sawgutes e ige e epging o g

what bap bocts happoxing. bul
her tesponse had heen sonally

sishesveting

“We Baven't had 5 sesponse
foom her offive st il

We have sl all sl that
Oar grobicur 't with Jogeiag.

With & ccaple of hestares of
forest siready Jogeed, Mfe Lobary
said e way concerned any le-
g3l action world not provesy
exteénsive amonmiy ef forsl to
be removed, and that momban
may fes! the need to tuke nuwy

DELWF Were contactedl for
smment, but were vanbdle jo
respond 1o guestion: with regasd
te policy st this fine.

VicHoredts has howiever re-
posiedly desied the operacans
fail o comply with sasdaeds




The destruction of Greater Glider and Powerful
Owl habitat begins.




Loved by
locals

logged by
VicForests
p——

Parlour’s Ck selective logging: “We’ll just take the trees we want,
you won’t even know we’ve been in there.”

Loved by
locals

trathbogie Forest - Greater Glider refuge 8000+ Australians reckon this is crap
, | : management of Strathbogle Forest

These ranges ard homé&go.an
isolated and stilllhealthy
population of th¢ Greater Glider
(Petaurgides volans), Australia’™s
o lacgest ghi agsupial. Though
natiopally\threéatened, the
Vigtorian Govemmentretuses to
protect these Greater Gliders
from VicFore ogging that
destrgys their habitat and 'will
drive them closer 10 extinction

!

Moveaby?” TN logged by
oved by . VRl VIR VicForests

locals




Strathbogie Forest Greater Glider (Petauroides volang)
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New Year's camp-out, The Messmates







FOI by Samantha Dunn, Victorian Greens

To: Minister for Energy, [
Environment and Climate _ IVED | B | e,

Change t‘_

GREATER GUDER (PETAUROIDES VOLANS VOLANS)

T Ministerial Correspondence.

On 4 November 2016, Professor Emeritus Barbara Evans, Convenor of the Floro ond Founo Guarantee Act 1988
Sclentific Advisory Committee, wrote to you regarding the status of the Greater Glider. The Committee is
concerned about the decline of the Greater Glider across its range and requests that you:

*  support an Interim 10 timber ng in the § gle ranges; and

*  review timber h 3 ip through mmw-m..

1 mtvounou that thcd-pmmoumcmymmmvmummlmwmm

actions are for the Greater Glider and how p should be in the timber harvesting regime.
@Noted [0 Returned for review

2. That you sign the attached letter of reply
Bﬁpw CJ Not approved O Returned for review

i 2-1-17
signed Hon Lily D'Ambrosio MP ~ e i
for Energy, and Climate Change
va i — . i '__ ,_Mi A:_ =
Clare, Director Y, C and B
Low Mara Depoty v Virw a0d Ragoany WD rene et Owe:

To: Minister for Energy,

i
i

Environment and Climate
Change
From  BIODIVERSTY Rel MING23780
& ommmnmwmmw File
Key Information s S e——
Wu«mmmm
1. There is good evidence that Greater Gliders are experiencing significant declines across Victoria, New
South Wales and Q There is also 10 suggest that the dechne in Greater Glider
populations across its range is not being by other forest: 10 the
same extent.
2. uwmxnunuwammmmm“ummmm
listed s under the Act 1999

(EPBC Act). mtmmmmmnmmmmwlwm
Agreement (RFA) under the RFA Act 2002. Therefore, EPBC Act listing does not constrain timber harvesting
operations within an RFA area, such as the Strathbogie ranges.

3. The Flore ond Founa Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act) Scientific Advisory C {SAC) d ths
species for listing under the FFG Act at 3 meeting on 21 2016. The di report was
d for public on 14 D and will close on 24 February 2017. Following

public consultation, it s likely the SAC will recommend to you that the Greater Gider be listed under the
FFG Act, at their first meeting in March 2017,

4 u’momdnudummmmmmmmw on timber ing
are d 1o comply with the p L nciple when
wmmmm«buonmmmmmwnumum
It also provides for an Action S 0 be d by the depar that were
antmmmethWMMMMDmmm
reflected in the Code’s management and ip

S. The Code does not currently contain any detection based planning protections for Greater Gliders except
in the East Gippsland region. The Strathbogie Ranges, the ares of interest in the SAC letter, are in the
North East reglon. There are areas of habitat for arboresl mammals (including Greater Gliders) set aside
within the 20ning scheme. This was established at the time forest management plans were developed,
therefore they only cover significant populations that were mapped at that time. This does not include
habltat within the Strathbogie ranges.

6. The folowing groups have also suggested or requested additional protection of the Greater Glider:
*  The Strathbogie Sustainable Forest Group wrote to you on 10 and 21 November 2016
(MINO23525) based of Greater Gliders (Forest Reports case
number 2016 - 0076).

* Inagreement with the SAC, Arthur Rylah Institute experts have advised that the Greater Glider

population in the Strathbogie ranges is relatively large and given declines elsewhere around
the state the area is an important refuge for Greater Gliders and the owls that rely on them as

ey,
7. mwmmmmwmmmnmmuummmuhm
with the Code and other of the regulatory 2415 the case in the Strathbogle ranges.

Piepaed by, D33 vt




Lightning Ridge (foreground), Charnwood Outdoor Center (in the valley, mid-distance) and Mount Tel-Golden
Mountain on the skyline, October 2012.




Greater Gllder grey phase above dark phase below
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Greater Glider & Powerful Owl survey results
(above) with data sheet example (right top) and
Greater Glider detection rates, animals/km (right
bottom).



Nocturnal transect survey results - Strathbogie State Forest by Bertram Lobert
Transect
length Duration |Transect

# |Date Location (km) (mins) area (ha) |GG |GG/km |CRP MBP |SG K |SB ON
1 |269.14 Lima East Rd N of Howes Mill Tk 0.54 90 3.24 7 13.0 3 2
3 |[2014.11.14 |Parlours Creek Tk 0.74 90 4.44 3 4.1 2
4 |2015.6.26 |Lightning Ridge Tk 0.37 79 222 3 8.1 1 1] 1] 1
5 |2016.9.12 Howes Mill Tk 0.64 55 3.84 7 10.9 2
6 |[2016.11.11 |Lima East & Barjarg from Parlours to 350 m E a 1.04 80 624 17 16.3 4 1
7 [2016.12.2 Lima East & Barjarg 1.27 111 762 10 79 1 3 4| 2
8 |2016.129 |Lima East Rd, btn Howes & Cleeland 0.78 63 4.68 7 9.0 2
9 12016.12.11 |Parlours Creek Tk (south) 0.25 24 1.50 E 16.0 1 3
10 |2016.12.12 |Stans Tk 0.40 27 2.40 1 2.5 3
11 [2016.12.16 |Lima East/Jones Tk 1.22 93 732 11 9.0 5 1
12 |2017.420 |Barjarg Rd Roger coupe 0.66 80 3.96 8 12.1 1 1
13 |2017.4.18  |Harper's No 4 & Barjarg Rd at Roger coupe 1.22 155 732 12 9.8 3 1
14 [2017.4.20 |Barjarg Rd near Lima East Rd 0.66 75 3.96 8 12.1 1
15 |2017.420  |(Dumbells Tk south 0.66 66 3.96 5 7.6 2 2
16 |2017.5.1 Tallangalook Rd 141 145 846| 10 7! 2 1 1
17 [2017.5.1 Dutchman's Tk east 0.50 57 3.00 5 10.0 3 1
18 (2017.5.9 Ferraris Rd from Harper's No 4 0.85 63 5.10 2 24
19 [2017.5.9 Harper's No 4 Tk from Ferraris 0.90 131 5.40 8 8.9 2 1] 1
20 [2017.5.12  |Barjarg Rd & Tallangalook Rd 1.33 71 7.98 8 6.0 1
21 [2017.5.15 Barjarg Rd from Parlour's Tk to Ferraris 0.61 75 3.66 7 11.5 1 1
22 (2017.5.15  |Dumbell's Tk north 0.82 115 492 11 134 3 2
23 |2017.5.22 Howes Ck Tk-Glen Ck Link 0.69 41 4.14 2 29 1
24 |2017.5.22 Howes Ck Tk-Harpers Link Link 0.85 47 5.10 1 1.2
25 |2017.5.23  |Harpers No 3 from Harpers Link & along Barjar| 1.62 119 9.72| 16 9.9 1
26 [2017.5.29 |Lima East Rd & Howes Mill Tk 1.21 81 7.26 6 5.0 2 1
27 (2017.5.29 |Lima East Rd from Howes Mill to Parlours 0.45 26 2.70 1 22
28 |2017.5.31  |Gerars Tk from Dry Ck Rd to 1 km- east 1.00 63 6.00 2 2.0
29 (2017.5.31 Gerars Tk to Ruoaks Link Tk- west 1.38 65 828 2 14 1
30 |2017.6.2 Cleeland's Tk from Lima East to near Stans 0.83 140 4.98 8 9.6 2
31 [2017.5.26  |Dutchman's Tk mid 0.82 109 492 5 6.1 9 3
32 [2017.1.28  |Howes Mill Tk and Jones Tree 1.12 70 6.72 5 45

Total 26.84 2506 161.04| 202 7.5 46/ 16/ 3(27/ 10 1




2017 Trailcam surveys

Mammal species detected % sites
Swamp Wallaby 77
Red Fox 63
Mountain Brush-tail Possum 57
Sambar Deer 47
Common Wombat 37
Koala 27
Common Ringtail Possum 27
Feral Cat 27
Short-beaked Echidna 23
Agile Antechinus 17
Rat 17
Bush Rat 7
Eastern Grey Kangaroo 3
Long-nosed Bandicoot 3
Black Rat 3
European Rabbit 3
Spot-tailed Quoll 0
Brush-tailed Phascogale 0

ong-nsed Bandicoot (Peraeles nasuta)



25/03/17
The large number of big, old trees still in the forest
explains the high densities of Greater Gliders.

20/04/17
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Hollow-bearing tree surveys 2017

Transect length (km) |area (ha) |HBTnumberlHBT/ha )
Barjarg Rd south side@ Clog 1 5 7 14
Barjarg - Dutchman's 08 4 20 5.0
Barjarg Rd Tatwo boundary (north side) 0.55 2.75 9 33
Barjarg Rd, south of Tatoo (south side) 0.55 2.75 15 5.5
Barjarg to Tallangalook south & west side 0.9 45 24 53
Tallangalook Rd west side @ Barjarg Flat 0.4 2 7 3.5
Tallangalook Rd west side @Tallangalook
Gully 1 5 12 2.4
Tallangalook Rd - Kangaroo Tk N&E of rd 1 5 30 60
| Kangaroo Tk west side 0.75 375 1 28
Ferraris Link Tk - Gldn Mzt Tk west side 0.95 4,75 13 2.7
Barjarg rd to Harpers No 4 north side 16 8 48 6.0
Barjarg Rd south of Harpers #4 to Guyana
east side 0.9 45 15 33
Howes Ck a west & north side 14 7 37 53
Howes Creek Tk - Glen Ck Link Tk south
side 0.7 35 10 29
Glen Creek Link Tk north side 0.55 2.75 9 3.3
Howes Creek Tk from Glen Creek Link
(cast side) 0.6 3 16 5.3
Harpers #4 north side 0.6 3 29 9.?‘
Lima East Rd-Parlours Ck Tk east/south
side 0.7 35 13 3.7
Lima East rd north of Jones Tk west side 15 7.5 26 3.5
Barjarg Rd @Clog to Dumbell's Tk (north
side) 0.5 2.5 16 6.4
Dumbell's Tk south (west side) 1 5 28 5.6
Dumbell's Tk north (west side) 0.8 4 33 8.3
Dumbell’s Tk north (east side) 08 4 36 9.0
Dumbell’s Tk south (east side) 1 ) 35 7.0
Lima East Rd to Howes Mill Tk (west
side) 11 5.5 7 13
Lima East/Howes Mill to Cleefand's Tk
west side 11 5.5 29 5.3
Lima East Rd/Cleeland's Tk to Jones Tk
(west side) 0.3 15 7 47
Jones Tk (south side) 1 5 “d 8.8
Jones Tk retumn (north side) 1 S 43 8.6
Lima East Rd/jones Tk cnr to Cleelands Tk
(east side) 0.3 15 7 4.7
Cleeland's Tk {north side) 1 5 45 9.0
Stans Tk/car Cleeland's to Howes Mill Tk
(east side) 0.5 2.5 8.2
Howes Mill Tk/Stans cnr (east side)
heaading south 1 S 21 4.2
Howes Mill Tk going south (east side) to
Barjarg 038 4 8.5
28.65 143.25 759 5.3
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Select chronology

Aug 14,2017,
Hon. Lily I Ambrosio
Minister for Energy. Environment and Climate Chunge

Vicloresty misleads Strathbogic community, DELWP & Minister.
Dear Minister D' Ambrosio,

Following thetr contentious Jogging oF Partour™s coupe late in 2016, Victorests stated m thewr own
media releave that they had oo plans for further logging m the Struthbogex (Twms 12 & 13 below)
Indeed, Vieforests provided this information in a briefing (o DELWP and to you, Nindster (Hem 1]
below):

‘Once harvesttng [ Parloyr s coupe te complere .. Vieforests hay advived they lave no plans o
hutrvest further cotpes i the Strathbogie ropges within the text mo yeurs.

The commumity welcomed this position and saw it as providing some breathing space for calmer
discussion; So, I came s o total shock 1 us when, Tast week, Viciorests simounced they do have
pluns for more logging — this svar. anid We read ubowr it In the paper! Vicforests 15 now publicly
denymg it committed to *no logging’, mstesd choowny 1o blame the Strathbogic community for
ntisrepeesentiog it (e 15 below)!

11, as Vicforests now insists, it has always had plans to continue logging in the Strathbogies,
then the Information in thelr media release and in the FOI documents clearly had the effect of
misicading not just the community, but ulso DELWP and the Government!

Whichever way ooe looks st Vicforests' behavior and words, they consistently treat the local
community with deception and disdain, they are trashing their own brand and tinting the
Government's.

We have repeatedly suid thist we are not totally opposed to Tegging. vet the duplicitous behavior of
Vicforests is backing the community into n comer. Viclorests-managed operations now kave zero
credibility in the Strathbagies — they bave no yocial license 10 log and the community 18 prepared 1o
challenge them every step of the way!

VEAC - the way forward for the Strathbogie Forest

The blrnlhbogu: Forest is a small, ssland-forest, isolated from snmhr forests 1o the south und cast -
i g wildlile is vulnerable to all land and env Sinee 2013, the
u\nulmnmes living around the Strathbogie Forest have been calling f«w a VEAC Invesiigation,
Since 2015, politicians from all sides have acknowledged the need for such a VEAC Investigation
and recent recognition by Departmental scientists and your Scientific Advisary Commitiee that this
forest is erieal 10 the survival of the Greater Glider, underscores this need.

2013 Strathbogic Sustuinible Forews Croup (SSFG) calls for a morstorium on logging, peading

 VEAC investigation 1o ussess the forest’s diverse and increasingly important values.

"

May 2016 The Greater Glider is listed as nationally vilnerable under the EPBC Act and subsequently
the FFO Act, Neither the EPBC not FFG Acts apply t timber harvesting operations in
RFA arcas (such as lhc ﬂlmhbogm Rhm,cs) The Code of pactice for imber production
does not contain any ¢ based P tons for Greater Gluders in the

Strathbogie Ranges or NE Victoria,

-

Sept. 2016 | K000+ Australian’s sign petition calling for a moratonum on logging i Strathbogie

Forests pending = proper VEAC jovestigation (Link).

2

o

October 2016] The S v d P ot
Paclour's coupe.

y values w and amund

SSFG requests VicTorests not log Parfour’s coupe; rather to log onc of the other coupes on
the TRP thut has lower conservition valtes, Vicforests declines.

SSFG notifies DELWP of significant biodiversity values in Partour™s coupe, osp the bigh
denaines of the Greater Glider and repeat deteotion of the Powerful Owl, both FFG-listed
species

| October 2016] VF inform the mhl;\;ﬁﬁ:i} infention to Jog Pardout”s coupe by nmling notices 10 trees #1

the coupe.

>

4 Nov, 2016 | Emeetis Professor Barbars Evans («mwuwrofSAC) wriles 1o Minisier D*Ambrokio on

behull of the it 1y of timber harvesting of Parlour’s coups

-

L1 Nov. 2016] Vicforests infor ms the comumnity “Once operations have commenced, we are planning on
nviting to view the uperation in progress. This is likely 10 be mid
December™

i the Struthbogic Runges die to cl.mm About impacts of the Greater Glides.

14 Nov. 2016! V¥ commence logging Parlour’s coupe.

Y | Jan 2007 Logeing of Parlour’s coupe finishes. In apite of previous VE commitment, the commiity
is got invited to obgerve any aspect of the logging of Parlour’s cotipe!

10| Jan 2017 DELWP advises Minister D° Ambrosio that the decline of Greater Gliders in the
Strathbogic Ranges appears 1o have boen less wevere thin other parts of Victoria.
In agreement with the SAC, Arthur Rylah Institute expents advise that the Strathbogie
Ranges s an importunt refuge for Grester Gliders and the owls that rely on them as prey
(FOI do )

1| Eany Feh. | DELWP brefs the Minister that, “Once logging i finished in Patlour's coupe, Vicforests

2017 ‘mummeyhmnplmmmmmumewmwwm

the niext two yoam. " (FOT documents MIN 023750 paca. 11).

12 | 3 ¥eb 207 | Vicforests announces that Parows s coupe logging has finishied and that it has = an

Jcurrent plang to commence further harvesting operatines (o the Struthbogies.* And that
. Thie community will be notified once any future plans have been finatised”, (Vicforosts
Media Release. Feb. 2017)

Vicforests' deception on public display

By WILL MURRAY

THE Strathbogie Sustainable
Forests Group (SSFG) celebruted
some apparent good nesws earlier
this week, after freedom of
information (FOI) documents
obtaimed from the Victorian
Environment Mimnister's Office
indicated VicForests had ‘no
plans 101og Parlours Coupe in
the S‘mmhngxc Ranges for two
Years,

complete”
However. whuuxmmd 10

that “the mfmnauon regarding no
plans o harvestin the Strathbogie
rnges within the next two years is
incorrect’”,

“As previously communicated
with the Strathbogi community.

VicRorests has plans to commence

'Ihrsudeymungm.wsw
the SSFG, who had gone to
the point. ofdaﬁmsamedm

Planning (DELWP), VicForests and
Minister Lily D' Ambrosic of the
importance of Parlours Coupe and
the broader Strathbogies' as habitat
for the endangered Greater Glider.

“This is indeed good news and
suggests VicForests acknowledges
the importance of the Strthbogie
forest for Greater Glider
conservation,” the now redumdant
release read.

“Imporiantly, there is breathing
space to allow consideration of
how best to manage this important
forest arca.’

With VicForests making it
clear that they have no infention
of ceasing opertions in Parlours
Coupe, any good will from the

No break for Strathbo

Aug 9, 2017
L3

AWGEOFHEAMWMwM

Janugry, when the FOI documents
show they advised DELWP that
they had no plans to log for two
years and now?" Bert Lobert from
the SSFG asked.

“Was the ‘no Jogging’ comment
Just to appease DELWP or the
mmimster?

“How can our community
have any confidence in anything
VicForests says when their pliins
can apparently change so quickly?”

‘Those involved infrying to halt
VicForests' nmberhatmhngmthe
said that continued felling would
be devastating 10 the population of

Indeed. the FOI documents
show that presecving habital
for the Greater Gliders was a
significant part of VicRorests
apparent decision 10 impose a
two-year hiatus on logging, giving
the coupe a change to undergo

SOIe ]

'H'nswasmlunwnhldvm
moavedbythcnnmandm
Guamntee Scientific Advisory
Comsnitize (SAC) on the
environmental impacts of the
opesations late 2016, who asked
for the logging to be suspended at
the time.

harvesting or fires in recent
decades” the chair of the SAC
Wwrote 16 the Minister on November
24 2016.

gie forest

wmmm&—aﬂmwmm
halted for two years is false, despite advice suggesting it could impact the population of endangered
Greater Gliders in the area.

order 10 establish d stronger
knowledge bese and ensure that
logging activities are conducive
with protection of this significent
speaies.”

This advice was ignosed by
both Minister Lity D" Ambrosio
and VicForests, and the potential
damage to the species appears 1o
resmain low on VicRorests® fist of
Greater Glider can coexist with a
sustainsble imber industry” Mr
Spencer said.

“The Greater Glider 35 found in
formsﬁanuwmhndexcm.
and it 1s estimated there is more
than 100,000 mature individuals
throughott Australia.

“VicForess impiements a range
ofomwwdonmemestw
suppart the Greater Glider and
we are currently reviewing our
praetices 1o identify ways to further
strengthen these measures.”
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Participation in the Strathbogie Community Bushfire
Planning Group allowed the Strathbogie Forest group to
contribute to development of planned burning policy.
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Richard Mailer / HVPZoning o g
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DELWP report shows planned burning a
threat to hollow-bearing trees.

https://strathbogiesustainableforests.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/fire-
and-adapt-mgt-report-95-reduce-effect-of-planned-burns-on-
hbts-2016-1.pdf

Reducing the effect
of planned burns on
hollow-bearing trees

Fire and adaptive management report no. 95




Mt Seldom Seen, Toorour Reference
Area, November 2017
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SUSTAINABLE FORESTE (TIMBER) ACT 2004

THIS AREAIS A
TIMBER HARVESTING
SAFETY ZONE

UNAUTHORISED ACCESS TOTHIS
ZONE IS PROHIBITED FROM THE
DATE SPECIFIED BELOW AND
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES APPLY
IN THIS ZONE

TIMBER HARVESTING OPERATIONS

COMMENCEON!2 12/ /¥

AND APPLY FOR COUPE LOCATION

41150l Qoo2AS PUBLISHED AT
WWW.VICFORESTS.COM.AU

T Nice = oot e
Sw-'dll»oh ‘on.m rrnuu) AH 008 A hrm haregntng. sahety
13 1 GO 307 0K Tt 1~(|m nwcme-w.:nm
of Frec harvey! ™ 208 Aty

bun S0¢ e DArpossy o
Srea o etate foaut withe 150 mtthes of 1w be-qu' I'u( o

Forest assessment in Barjarg Flat coupe - the
next coupe to be logged, after Parlour's Creek.

' of the anciemt Mountain Gums in the coupe

Evndence of hls't'E)‘nE: logging.




NOTICE OF
COMMUNITY

PROTECTION

Logging crews were obstructed and appeals made to Minister Lily D'Ambrosio.




Community
call to
protect the
Strathbogie
Forest

A DEDICATED COMMUNITY Significant areas
ARQUND THE STRATHEOGIE of the forest have
RANGES HAS FOR THE not recovered
LAST FIVE YEARS BEEN from logging and
FIGHTING TO PROTECT THEIR = the subsequent
UNIQUE PATCH OF FOREST, forest regeneration
WRITES BERT LOBERT attempts. The
AND MATT RUCHEL greatest threat is the
deliberate logging
of the highest
They are now united in seeking better - conservation value
Environment Ourwide brown land protection of this special place from ) ‘ areas remaming
= . logging, poorly planned fuel reduction Forest represents only. secure habitat in the entire Strathbog»e'Ranges The
Greater gllder hOtSpOt logged agamst burning and other threats inthelead up 1N the entire Strathbogie Ranges for logging of both Parlours’ Creek and
s - - o 1o the Novemnber state election the long-term survival of hundreds of Barjarg Flat coupes, in 2016, 2017 and
Victorian government's own advice
Exclusive: State government-commissioned survey shows Strathbogie
forest has very high densities of threatened species
) P i & / G
This brave little

possum entered
Barjarg Flat coupe
overnight and

stopped the
logging for 24 hrs,
before descending
A VicForests has been logging the $ rboq-etmm n north-gast Victana, despite wamings that the region I3 and dlsappeanng'
greater glider hotspot, Photagraph Auscape/UIG via Getty bnages
Gregg Borschmann

https.//strathbogiesustainableforests.wordpress.com/
2018/04/11/vicforests-logging-greater-glider-hotspot/
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Incarparating the Nagambie Times and Viokat Town Sentinel

Pnoos: (03) 5795 3041

Y 21,2018

Price: $1.30 (ine. AET)

Protesters attempt
to blockade forest

B Harvesting begins again despite efforts Lo stop equipment
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Protesters attempt to blockade entry of equlpment

» Frompege 1

“As & reeult of this engagement,
we have ugread (o use 8 significsatly
bow Idoonity harseviing wootliod
the Stuthbopics known =4 sbighe
tree <heeion.

“Siirgheires acdection vily re-
oboves soatd SO por oo of bocs i
the planaod s snud leves Behind
woax of yawryiag ages 10 ather grow
lirper or provide habitat for native

Vistresas alia refuted that mody
gt b been done 10 irvesigsie the
popetlation of endasgers! specis In
thie fopest, claming W & nisber of
Anidies had been conducted poior 1
bopging. tind i safeguards were In
Place 10 prosect ihe amimaly during
the harvesting.

“Mt b hopaertant that we bulsnce
envivnmeats comarvaton with
the demund for fimber protac.” Me
Paal contiamed.

Lt yeur Arttu Ky by lostiuste
vonductad surveys looking for
thecatomed species incladimg Gresser
Cfiders 0d VicForess ot this
survey Information to guide car
haevest plans.

“Followdng ik, o C

\GIGNALLMIMBS Frotesters biock

Bmﬂ Ullnwha
the 12-be harveatod coupe at Barjarg Flat i the Seatbogia Forest
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Vicforests' logging of Barjarg Flat coupe made

local and state news for several weeks.



An FOI request, from Sam Dunn of the Victorian Greens, for Ministerial correspondence
about the 'Greater Glider' produced telling and embarrasing material.

To: Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate
Change

GREATER GLIDER (PETAUROIDES VOLANS VOLANS)

Core message Ministerial Correspondence

On 4 2016, Profi 1 Barbara Evans, C of the Floro ond Founo Guorontee Act 1988
Sclentific Advisory Committee, wrote to you regarding the status of the Greater Glider. The Committee is
commdlboullhtd«lhooll'nﬁnomouwwsmwwmn.lm

¢ support an Interim suspension to timber harvesting in the Strathbogle ranges; and

. MﬂnhhmMWMmmMWu‘;w.

Itcomndnlom
1. That you note that the dcpmmo:l wnvv out 'v:mv work to estabish what l_ht-odom m negemen
actions are for the Greater Glider and how p should be impk in the timber hu:mu regime.
@Noted O Returned for review
2. Thatyou sign the attached letter of reply.
Approved [ Not approved 0 Returned for review

/’lem/»w‘&cw ‘Bt as e

Comments. e o dw g‘/! \ et

AASW(‘M oc

Yoy oG, sAC mad
A,o’f-_c,ooﬁ

: 2-1-17
signed Hon Lily D'Ambrosio MP T N
Minister for Energy, and Climate Change
Mpovedwy S i
Vivienne Clare, tmmmmmusv.amumir"'"
(ndorned by. Lew Ma b, Depuly Secretary Forest, Fire and Regrony TN pevores Sematoe Oate
100 O 0 0 O MIN023780

To: Minister for Energy, v.... e
Environment and Climate S
Change

From BIODIVERSITY Ref MINO23780

Title GREATER GLIDER (PETAUROIDES VOLANS VOLANS) File

Key I

Current pm(edlon measures and m«es

1. There is good evidence that Greater Gliders are experiencing significant declines across Victoria, New
South Wales and Queensland. m«umm-unommmmnmam
populations across its range is not being by other forest is t0 the
same extent,

A hMoymu.onlhbnhdnumdodmmmmw:lnmeMm
listed as nati under the € ond Biodiversity Conservotion Act 1999
{(EPBC Act). The EPBC Act does not apply to timber by a Regional Forest
Agreement (RFA) under the RFA Act 2002. Therefore, tmmmmmm«mmm
operations within an RFA area, such as the Strathbogie ranges.

3. The Flora ond Founo Guarantee Act 1988 (FFG Act) Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) recommended this
species for listing under the FFG Act at a meeting on 21 November 2016. The recommendation report was
dvertised for public on Wednesday 14 Ox ber and will close on 24 February 2017. Following
public consultation, it s likely the SAC will recommend to you that the Greater Giider be listed under the
FFG Act, at their first meeting in March 2017,

4. Lsting a species under the FFG Act does not create any direct legal requirements on timber harvesting
P P are required to comply with the precautionary principle when managing
the of their op: on sity values and listing does highiight that 3 species is vuinerable.
It also provides for an Action St. 10 be prepared by the Action Sta that were
in place at the time that the Code of Proctice for Timber Production 2014 (the Code) was written are

in the Code’s manag: and planning prescrip

S. The Code does not currently contain any detection based planaing protections for Greater Gliders except
in the East Gippsland region. msm»mws.mmdmuuwm are in the

North East reglon. There are areas of habitat for £ G&n)-uuh
within the zoning scheme. This was established at the time forest ag plans were de
therefore they only cover significant that were mapped at that time. Ndonmhdu‘o
habitat within the Strathbogie ranges.

6. The following groups have also suggested or d additional p of the Greater Glider:

*  The Strathbogie Sustainable Forest Group wrote to you on 10 and 21 November 2016
(MINO23525) requesting detection based protection of Greater Gliders (Forest Reports case
number 2016 - 0076).

¢ Inagreement with the SAC, Arthur Rylah Institute experts have advised that the Greater Glider

slation in the Strathbogie ranges is large and given dechines elsewhere around
the state the area is an important refuge for Greater Gliders and the owls that rely on them as
prey.

3 NﬂlM!wumlmmmmnmtho’l‘lmmmma
with the Code and other el of the regulatory rk, 35 Is the case in the Strathbogie ranges.

Prepaed by, DI pervonet
MNOYITE0 Page?




The imminent logging of Barjarg Flat
galvanized opposition to native forest logging
and drew many protesters to the forest.




Then, in February 2018, it started: roading, landing, logging.

Whole'jogs ready. for container transport =
T i . gt S

St LN < : bl

https://strathbogiesustainableforests.wordpress.com/2018/04/28/
greater-glider-habitat-and-local-jobs-exported-to-china/



Barjarg Flat was logged by Vicforests after and in spite of DELWP surveys that found the coupe had amongst the
highests detection rates of Greater Gliders ( an EPBC listed species) ever recorded in Victoria.

Whole logs were cut to shipping container length, trucked to
Geelong and shipped offshore, likely to China.
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Community activities exploring the diversity of
life in the forest continued, May 2018.
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ision Quest,
Mt Tel, May 2018
An interlude and personal
journey during the Barjarg

Flat logging.
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Under The Sun fundraising concert
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Funds were being raised to bring a court case against the Victorian Government, challenging the legality of

current protection measures for the Powerful Owl in north east Victoria. Ultimately, we didn't need to proceed
with the case as the listing of the Greater Glider under federal Environmental legislation was a stronger lever.



Benalla Performing Arts Center fundraising concert
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Save Our Sf‘raf‘l«bogm Forest sczenmst-sis:nd i action we aim to gain '
|Douate to support our work Fhrough: Lk o et : anewPOMAof 500; reacer el
: close torecently | : hectares, which would ;
Euroa Environment Group (EEG) logged areas. The | | ef‘fmively feat
Victorian Government | | '
i neve grorvd s | | consevation esrve Ella Hooper - Lisa Mitchell
ccount 100068594 ik vl excluded from
observations ‘ :
Frsemeeenes ey recognised and puta § logging. E H
We are raising ;(T}he V'ctonatn P |aeanede Jieenid JoJo Smith
: Government  ; them to court.
mogey for a legal ‘hasalegal || Benalla Performing Arts Centre 9th June 2018
SHII. L0 BrOLeo) obligation to c 7 10.30pm Tickets $50 and available vi
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Protecting the Strathbogie Forest - report launch

https /lstrathbog|esustalnableforests wordpress com/2018/09/24/new-report— calls-
for-forest-action-in-victorias-strathbogies/

Strathbogie Council calls for end to
native forest logging in Strathbogie
Forest, October 2018

https://strathbogiesustainableforests.wordpress.com/
2018/10/17/3440/

RECOMMENDATION

That Council:

Call on the Victorian State Government to cease native timber

harvesting activities in the Strathbogie Forest.

Call on the to the transition from

Mvn!lmbvhurvuﬁngln a, o based timber

upply\mn and y 10 the
to ¥

hr
mmmtomtmm

Support the of a p conservation area under
the National Parks Act 1875, encompassing all of the existing
Strathbogie State Forest and associated public land.

Suartogie Shew Councl
Dedinkey Cocelt Mosing Agench

975 Stathbogie State Forest (cont)

RECOMMENDATION (cont.)

a

5.

Promote the economic future of the gie Forest as
on nature-based and and work with
local groups and regi bodies to this.

Noﬂfy the Vll:m:l Government Ministers responsible for
@s woll aa Local, State and Federal
mdmnm




Mpr Hat, coupe assessment,
Dec. 2018.

In anticipation of more logging, we
continued with coupe assessments.




Plantation forestry, Strathbogie Ranges

That's not to say plantation forestry doesn't
have issues - there are many - but it exists
and supplies a product that's in high
demand.

The Strathbogie Ranges has a viable
timber industry, one that has dozens of
permanent employees and is profitable.



Published in May 2018, finally released in February 2019
following an FOI request, the ARIER report made the
scientific case that the Strathbogie Forest was important for
the state-wide protection of the Greater Glider.

Estimating the density of the
Greater Glider in the Strathbogie
Ranges, North East Victoria

With an assessment of coupes scheduled for
timber harvesting in 2018

J.L. Nelson, M.P. Scroggie, L.K. Durkin,
J.K. Cripps, D.S.L. Ramsey and L.F. Lumsden

May 2018

Strathbogie
Forest
campaign
gets a boost

PREMIER ANDREWS SHOULD
LISTEN TO BOTH EXPERTS
AND REGIONAL VICTORIANS Above and inset: The local community
WRITES BERT LOBERT. continue to stand up for their forest.

Arthut Bylsh Institute for E

Tachnical

Previously we have highlighted the The report found that:
tc::wsrtr; :?AE’OC?;"’E;'{S; tuﬁ fhrgtect + The Strathbogie Forest supports
9 a large and regionally important
north-east of the state (Park Watch datibh &f creater dliders
September 2018). Now, significant pop 9 g '

results of a recent government survey ~ * The greater glider population in

https://
strathbogiesustainableforests.wordpress.com/
2019/02/12/estimating-the-density-of-the-

gives the community additional the Strathbogie Forest has not greater-glider-in-the-strathbogie-ranges/
strength to continue the fight. suffered the declines that have
occurred in the Central Highlands
Citizen science surveys conducted and East Gippsland.
in 2016-17, funded by the Victorian  The greater glider population in the The Andrews Government has been

Government, found exceptionally

hinh niimhare nf araatar alidere in

Strathbogie Forest is important for vocal about listening to regional



Forest Community Protection Orders

The community decided it was time to ramp-up action.



If Vicforests could nail signs to trees restricting access to parts of the forest, then so could we! '‘Community
protection orders' were placed at every coupe in the forest - January 2019.

In May 2019, every logging coupe in the Strathbogie forest was removed from the Timber Release Plan -
a significant step that set the stage for the Victorian Government's major announcement later that year.



Minister D'Ambrosio’s big announcement - a permanent end
to logging in the Strathbogie Forest! 7th November 2019.

This announcement was part of the V}ctorian Government's package of measures that included est‘éb'li'shme;;t
of several Immedialte Protected Areas across the state and an end to all native forest logging in Victoria by
2030.



Minister D'Ambrosio with members of SOSF, Councillor Alistair
Thomson and government scientist Dr. Lindy Lumsden.




Strathbogle "
State Eko, ast i

And more celebration
with Gary § friends
8th December 2020




Lily D’Ambrosio MP

STATE MEMBER FOR MILL PARK

| Minister for Energy, Environment & Climate Change
B Minister for Solar Homes

Protecting Victoria’s Forests
And Threatened Species

7th Nov 2019

The Andrews Labor Government has announced the largest
environmental protection policy in the state’s history, with immediate
protections for the iconic Greater Glider species, native fauna and
Victoria's remaining old-growth forest.

This historic decision, which includes a gradual phaseout of all logging
in native forests by 2030, will reduce the amount of carbon in the
atmosphere by 1.71 million tonnes of carbon-dioxide-equivalent each
year for 25 years — the equivalent of taking 730,000 cars off the road

annually.

Under the plan, 90,000 hectares of Victoria's remaining rare and Continued

precious old growth forest — aged up to 600 years old — will be

protected immediately.

The announcement also includes the release of the Greater Glider By 2030, Victoria will be home to an area of native forest protected
Action Statement, an important roadmap to protect this iconic species, from logging that is larger than the entire land mass of Tasmania.

which was first listed as threatened in 2017. ; . 2
By acting now, we're ensuring our precious old growth forest and the
i 2 habitat of our rarest native species exists for future generations.
To protect the future of the Greater Glider — alongside the

Leadbeater's Possum and more than 35 other threatened species — Quotes attributable to Minister for Energy, Environment and

the Action Statement maps out more than 96,000 hectares of forest Chosis Cliscgs; Uiy O /ensosio

across Victoria immediately exempt from logging. “This is the largest environmental protection plan in our state’s history.”
2 ’ 3 0 % it “We're taking this step to protect our precious natural gns for

Thls_habltat has been ldeptlﬁed by experts as being cnt_lcal to the generations to.come, wille striing e right balance behween 1o

survival of the Greater Glider and a range of other precious flora and environment and jobs.”

fauna — many of which are not found anywhere else on earth.
“By ending the destruction of our old growth forests immediately, we're
protecting the habitat of our Greater Gliders, Leadbeater’s Possums,

These additional protections will provide over 186,000 hectares of area and sy oler Wireslined Sechs”

now protected from logging — equivalent to more than 100,000 MCGs
and the biggest addition to our reserve system over 20 years.

Shop 2/30 Oleander Drive, Mill Park VIC 3082
P: 9422 5171 E: lily.d'ambrosio@parliament.vic.gov.au
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Eastern mrgin ‘ eerene Area in the foreg
distance.

Following pages: Regular, targeted communication was important for the duration of teh campaign.




Media Release S [
Strathbogie Sustainable Forest Group

No logging in Strathbogie forest for 2 years

Such is the advice VicForests have given DELWP and the Environment Minister, the
Hon. Lily D" Ambrosio. In May this year, DELWP released documents under FOI about
Ministerial comespondence relating to Greater Glider conservation. In that
comespondence, dated 3 Jan. 2017, DELWP advise the Minister that:

“Once harvesting in Parlows coupe is complete ... Vicforests has advised they have no
plans to harvest further coupes in the Strathbogie ranges within the next 2 years.”
(MINO23780 Item 11: page 17 of the FOI)

This is indeed good news and suggests Vicf the mp of the
Strathbogie forest for Greater Glider conservation. lmponmly there is breathing space
to allow consideration of how best to manage this important forest area. The Greater
Glider has recently been listed as a threatened species, both by Federal and State
Governments. It is Australia’s largest gliding marsupial and has suffered significant
population declines across its range, from QId to Victoria. The Strathbogie Ranges are a
stronghold for the specics in north-cast Victoria.

The FOI make ing reading, as they repeatedly mention
the Strathbogie Ranges nnd bo(h the fauna survey and advocacy work undertaken by the
Strathbogic Sustainable Forests Group. But there arc also very disturbing revelations in

tha EOL dacoumante

Media Release 24 September 2016

Strathbogie Sustainable Forest Group and Euroa Environment Group

VicForests® deceit angers Strathbogie community groups.

VicForests claims that “contractual obligations’ are behind the need to log 27 ha of
some of the best forest left in the Strathbogic Ranges (Country News 21.9.16). In the
same article VicForests stated that it notified ity groups of the i di
logging and that the slm nulcd to a tree related to the safety zone arca, These

are leadi md border on deception, mn‘lm 10
Strathbogi i Fotcst Group sp P Fiona T

“The Group have been in discussion with VF and the Victorian Government about the
11 coupes/450 ha in question, for the past three years™ says Ms. Townsend, “and
VicForests had repeatedly stated that it had no immediate plans to harvest in the
Strathbogie Ranges™. So for Mr. Trushell to state that VicForests “.. did notify the
community groups..." (Country News 21.9.16), is plainly misleading.

On 26* May 2014 VicForests wrote “While VicForests docs not have any immediate

o T in the Strathbogie arca, we are d 10
communicating our future plans to residents as soon as possible.” (VicForests
community letter)

On 19* November 2014 VicForests stated it “...had no immediate plans 1o harvest in

the Qhentbhnmia Do,
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Modernisation of the V

| Forest Agi

by Save Our L Forest Inc. - July 6, 2019.

Summary

RFAs have comprehensively failed to deliver on all key outcomes and should not be rencwed. State
and Federal govemments are out of touch when it comes to community views on forests, Fixing the

RFAs, or doing away with them altogether. is an opportunity for change.

If RFAs are renewed:
Logging in native forest should not be exempt from national environmental law,
*  CAR reserve targets (shortfalls) should be fully met.

* Native forest logging should be 100% it [ and recycled
fibre.

*  Management of native forests should have regard for all forest values and particularly
climate change.

¢ Traditional Owner values and prioritics should be embedded in native forest
management.

1. What changes have you seen in the RFA regions?

Media release
April 3, 2016
CFA Volunteers for Forests

CFA volunteers call for a halt to this season’s planned burns in Strathbogie Ranges

CFA volunteers from local brigades in the Strathbogie Ranges and nearby districts have banded
together to form a new group calling themselves ‘CFA Volunteers for Forests’ to help campaign to
save the Strathbogie Ranges’ last extensive stands of mature native forests from an unnecessary anc
destructive burn planned for this autumn.

“We are all CFA vol who have to of call-outs to fires and
other over our years of with the CFA", said spokesperson Andrew
Townsend. “But, we also care about our local natural environment and we do not support DELWP’s
plan to burn 30 square kilometres of some of the best quality forest in the ranges. We are all part of
this local and as CFA e do not see any logic from a human safety perspectiv
in burning these forests right now.

* The burn is too big

*  The forest is too dry

* The risk of damage s too great
*  We care about this forest

As members of CFA brigades surrounding the Strathbogie Forest, the voices of CFA volunteers need
11" September 2016

Media Release
Strathbogie Sustainable Forests Group snd Euroa Environment Group
VicForests gives ‘the finger’ to local community and threatened species

SUNDAY HERALD SUN
FEBRUARY 23, 2014
The Herald Sun welcome letters to the Editor -
your letter - http:/A com.au ion/lett the-editor
IN the next few weeks the State will make a which is likely to seal the fates of

leadbeater’s possums and Victoria's native forest timber industry.

The possum. a cute critter and since 1968 Vicloria's faunal emblem, is in a bad way. No one is sure how many of
them managed to survive the Black which, to official bumed 45 per cent
of the area kep! for its protection and 34 per cent of its polential habital. The State Government puts its numbers
between 3750 and 11,250, which sounds dire, but is better than the earfier official estimate, which until its
rediscovery in 1961 was zero.

Unfortunately for the possum, t shares its habitat with another endangered species, the native forest timber
industry. Again, relying on official estimates, VicForests, the o yned entity which ges the logging
of the state's native forests, sources 70 per cent of its annual ash Smber supply from within the range of the
leadbeater’s possum. More importantly, some say this area is the most — indead some would argue only —
profitable part of VicForests' logging activities.

In other words, saving the possum is uniikely to be compatible with saving the native forest timber industry. Like
the possum, the native forestry numbers have been in steep dedline t0o. According to Australian Bureau of

and and data, in the decade 10 2012, annual native sawlog producton
fell by 45 per cent and pulp wood — the stuff that ends up in the chipper — by 30 per cent.

As lor VicForests financial statements, the best that can be said for them is that they are not as bad as they used
1o be. According to its latest annual report, last year it took in $104.5 million from the sales of forest products, with
other income taking its revenue 1o $106.3m. Alas, its expenses came 10 $105.3 million, meaning all up, its net
proft was only $802,000 — which, while pretty dismal, is still better than the $96,000 it lost the year before.

VicForests hasn't paid a dividend to the Victorian Treasury, i.e. the taxpayers, since 2007.

lmnhum&mmwuyndvmmmlwuummm Across its eight years of

After three years of ions and with the local has

the logging of a coupe in the Forest. The

occurred, not with a letter or email or even phone call, but by nailing a logging notice to a tree in the
coupe and expecting locals to find it! It follows a lengthy campaign earlier this year by the Forest
Group, Euroa Group and Firefig) for Forests 1o halt a planned burn of more than
3000 hectares of the forests which was with
DELWP but at 3 high community cost.

# has reported an after-tax profit of only $12.3 million. But even that you can take with a grain of salt, as
over the same period it has received govemment grants of $24.7 million.

KoeplnmndlootﬂlwiovassunWmumhulwvmmhofmwmde‘
whereas its private competitors, who grow trees on cannot. its private also
have 1o pay for the land they grow trees on — and the council rates on that land — whereas VicForests does not)

But as bad as these numbers are, the fact is they probably don refiect the true losses 10 the taxpayer of

The Forest Group has argued for evid based decs

making regarding forest in the for the Group, Sim Ayres,
says “There is not an extensive forest up here. What we have left after 150 years of clearing for
agriculture and pine plantations is a small, quite fragmented forest, a forest that is under increasing
threat, yet which still has amazing, magical hidden that our values and is
prepared to fight for.”

VicForests plans 10 10g up to 10 coupes covering 450 ha in the heart of the Strathbogie Forest. Sim
Ayres again, “We're not opposed 10 logging and we’ve said that over and over, but we are totally
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§ suareTis

N SEND A TWEET
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8,484 SUPPORTERS IN AUSTRALIA

29,409 sUPPORTERS 30,000 con FAMILY
The Victorian Gavernment and its kgging business, SERTRANY,

VicForests, plan 1o log 450 ho of some of the highest mmu' 00 “f m: " -

quolity and most beoutiful forest left in the Strathbogie

Dimnmae Vicbarin Tha cammimi bnmie tha b o i

10 log native forests. For starters it doesn include the cost of fixing roads that logging trucks damage.,
nor the l0ss of water that disappears from dams and ifmgation systems into regenerating forests after logging. Or
more controversially, the cost of fighting the fires loggers sometimes start — something | predict we are kkely to
hear more about after this summer’s events.

Getting back to the Cabinet will ‘"ammﬂhommmmgmpmtnmlmm
possum-friendly folk as the boss of the Victorian of Forest
chwmnmmmlomqusnlmhnndwmmammmmy The
report has gone to Environment Minister Ryan Smith and Agriculture Minister Peter Walsh. What it says, well
have 10 walt and see.

Government sources say that the two men take a different view of what should be done. Smith is believed to

support the creation of a Central Highlands National Park 10 save the possum, leth‘ﬂmhw
a small area be set aside 10 save the timber industry. His ine of with his s

that this © a jobs issue, Mmmmmmmmmemaum
industry employs 2300 people, but & is unclear how many of those jobs depend enfirely on native forestry, rather
than a mixture of native and plantation timber. The largest employer, with 900 jobs, is the Maryvale paper plant,

which has indicated in the past it would be happy to shift 1o chips from plantations. VicForests iiself only employs
114 people.

Normally, the smart money would be on *Walshie™ 10 get his way. The Agriculture Minister has earned a
reputation for winning internal battles. In a Smith vs. Walsh fight it would be no contest. The wildcard, though, is
Troasurer Michael O'Brien and his department. O Brion is unkkely % be improssed with an industry whose
subsidies are retarding the growth of the private enterprise plantation industry. The possum may yet triumph over
the loggers.

james campbell @news.com.au
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183.16

Mr Murray Chapman Bertram Lobert
Chair o 164 Steens Rd
PO Box 1752 Boho South, Vic

Shepparton, Vic. 3630

Dear Mr Chapman and Board members,

The Strathbogie Sustainable Forests Group wishes to draw your attention to the planned burns 3
timber harvesting plans for State Forests in the Strathbogie Ranges over the next three years—n
urgently the planned burning of 3000 ha of State Forest this autumn.

The Broken C: y (GBCMA) Climate Change Adaptation P
identifies ‘intact’ forests as priority areas in thy Broken for
adaptation to climate change. The Plan notes that ‘p ive tenure derpin th

hink aAansiua ~amarivn af mani né shaes manntain faracre Hauane thic ie aar tha rara far tha
24 an, 2018
Steph Ryan
Member for Euroa
Deputy Leader of The Nationals

Dear Steph,

Qur local community is deeply concerned about the Victorian Government’s intention to log another

section of the precous Strathbogie State Forest — this time a 65 hectare coupe at Barjarg Flat which
contains mature forest, many large, old trees, some of the highest densities recorded in Victoria of
the nationally threatened Greater Glider, and a population of the threatened Powerful Owl which is
meant to be protected under the Flore and Founa Guarantee Act.

We find it ironic that the Government’s Biodiversity Plan launched in 2017 emphasised the
importance of having a healthy environment to support a healthy society, and supporting regional
communities, yet this govemment seems to be hell-bent on ripping the heart out of one of the last

healthy patches of forest left in our region. Over the last three years, we have written repeatediy to
the Premier, the Conservation Minister, the senior in the C and

tothe Minister thata be placed on all timber huvesﬂu in
Strathbogle State Forest until a VEAC to p use of
the public land. The Government has refused to lktrn or act, however, desoite its Biodiversity Plan

121017

Emeritus Professor Barbara Evans
Convenor, Scientific Advisory Committee

Dear Professor Evans,
Re: logging of Greater Glider habitat In Strathbogie State Forest

We are writing to you on behalf of the Strathbogie Sustainable Forests Group and Euroa
Environment Group 10 alert you to plans by VicForests to log additional areas of high-quality Greater
Ghder habitat in the Strathbogie Ranges.

DELWP staff are currently undertaking research in the Strathbogle forest to develop improved

detection and survey protocols for the Greater Glider. This is, in no small part, due to these forests

being a regional stronghold for Greater Gliders. However, this research should not be used to justify

the logging of high quality Greater Glider habitat in the absence of the statewide protections being
ough the FFG Acti

We wrote to the Minister In An.ua this year {attached) alerting her 1o VicForests’ logging plans and
a ng in the Ranges for at least two years las
e IaviEAr * Aihlin band it inuartinatian af thaca

Ms Christine Ferguson

Regional Director, Hume Region

Dept. of Environment, Land, Water & Planning
89 Sydney Rd, Benalla 3762

Dear Ms Ferguson,

As you know, our community group has been advocating for improved
management of Strathbogie forests for some time. In Autumn 2015 many of our
members contacted you and your Department to express concern about a
planned burn undertaken in the Strahbogie Ranges - the Tames Rd planned burn
of 521 ha, on 28* March.

At the time you advised us to discuss our concerns with Mr Lucas Russell
(District M, , Goulburn). Repr from our group met with Lucas,
Brendan Purcell (Planning Officer, Hume Region), Neil Cleeland (Operations
Officer) and Dan Pendavingh (Biodiversity Officer) on a number of occasions
during 2015 to discuss our concerns. Despite lengthy discussions and visits to

283.19

Hon Jaclyn Symes.
Minister for Agniculture

Dear Minister.

VicForests has advised our group in the last two weeks that they have no plansto log any
‘coupes in Strathbogie Forest this calendar year, 2019,

You are well aware of our group's repeated requests %o your Department and DELWP to stop
the logging of these forests and protect them for their many ecosysiem services and
biodiversity values. We are socking coafirmation from you that the Strathbogic Forest will
not be logged this year. We furtbermore seck 3 commitment from you and Minister
D'Ambrosio 10 take this opportunity to progress the loag-term protection of the forest, as
requesied by our commumity and by Strathbogie Shire Council

For the record, we note that in Jua, 2017 Vicforests advised DEL'WP and Mimister

D' Ambrosio that, once harvesting in Pariours coupe was completed, they . have o plans
1o harvest further compes in the Strathbogic Ranges within the next 2 years. ™ (MINO23780
Tem 11: page 17 of the FOI). The Bagjarg Flat coupe. which contained the highest detections
of Geeater Gliders recorded anywhere in Victoria, was logged by Vicforests the following

17 Jan 2019
Minister for the Environment
The Hon. Lily D' Ambrosio

Dear Mimster,

Congratulations on the return of the Andrews Government and on your retention of the
imporant Environment portfolio. We hope to continue our constructive engagement with you
and your office.

In your response (MINO47518) 1o our email of 17 August 2018, you encouraged us to engage
with DELWP on your govemment’s RFA modernization program and the broader Future of
our Forests review. Representatives from our group will soon meet with Hume Region
DELWP stafT to di of the ie Forest. Central 1o this discussion will
be the role the Strathbogic Forest plays in the protection and management of the EPBC and
FFG listed Greater Glider.

In 2017, after acknowledging the results of the citizen science surveys that confirmed high
numbers of Greater Gliders in the Strathbogic Forest, DELWP conducted it's own surveys of
the forest and corroborated the citizen science findings. Morcover, the DELWP surveys
Premier of Victoria

The Hon. Daniel Andrews

Dear Premier,

We write as of three
is 50 hard to protect our natural environment, Our groups are all based in and around the
Ranges in north-eastern Victoria and we represent a community that cares so much

about protecting its local environment that some of its volunteer fire-fighters last summer formed a

new group called “Fire-fighters for Forests’ to stop your Government burning our last predious
forests. This same group is also concerned that logging may add to the forest fire risk in what is
shaping to be a high-risk season.

We have now all been dragged into fighting ly with your g to halt logging of
these precious forests, forests containing trees which are hundreds of years old, dense

18-11-2016

based in regional Victoria to ask you why it

Nathan Trushell

Strathbogie Sustainable Forests Grow;
General Manager, Stakeholders and Planning ¥ & Boho South
VicForests, GPO Box 191 o208 e 3
Melbourne, Vic. 3001
18* October 2016

An open letter to Nathan Trushell, General Manager, VicForests
Proposed logging of Parlour’s Coupe in the Strathbogie Forest
Dear Mr Trushell,

Recent actions by and by you in the media have caused
great distress and anger in the community. It is with some relief that we hear that
VicForests has temporarily postponed the logging of Parlour’s coupe, though this delay

»

dmlmhwam‘ that concern However, we do
asan opp y for and
'ncdwts (see below).

On a number of recent occasions you, as VicForests General M. ! made
statements in the media that twist the truth. Most recentlv (Countrv News 4.10.16) vou

Strathbogie Sustainable Forestry Group,
C/- Post Office,

Strathbogie, 3666

December 9. 2014

Hon. Lisa Neville

Minister for Environment, Climate Change & Water
Parliament of Victoria

Level 17, 8 Nicholson St

East Melbourne, 3002

Dear Minister Neville,

C lations on your ap as Minister for Environment, Climate Change &
Water in the new Victorian Government.

In the lcad-up to the Victorian clection our community group was very active in soliciting
political support for better management of State Forest in the Strathbogic Ranges, in NE

Vimsmcin fonn bhalaseh

Strathbogic Sustainable Foresry Alliance.
Post Office,

Strathbogic, 3666

Ociober 31,2014

Hon. Ryan Smith

State Minister for Enviroament & Chmate Change

Parfiament of Victoria

Level 17, 8 Nicholson St

East Melboume, 3002

Dear Minister Smith:

WemumwmbdﬂfofmsmhmemeAlw Wearca
of local Landcare members and

of the now nationally threatened Greater Glider possum and a top order predator, the FFG-listed
Powerful Owl. Forests which will continue to sequester and store carbon if allowed to grow.

Healthy, resilient forests are critical to mitigating the effects of climate change, yet that doesn’t even

rate a mention when dealing with your Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning, or
VicForests.

The Managing Director S March 2014
Murphy Fresh P/L
1098 Mansfield-whatfield Rd
Mansfield, 3772

Re: Sustainable forestry in our region
Dear Sir,

We are writing 1o you on behaf of members of the Strathbogie Tableland community and as &
newly-formed group F Allance’.

Ours is an umbrella group for of groups and local communities
in the Strathbogie Ranges region, that are appalied by the way VicForests is planning to move
Industrial-logging into our forests.

On Ssturday 22* February, 150+ people packed the Strathbogie Memorial Hall to voice their
concerns about VicForests’ plans to expand logging operations in the Strathbogie State Forest,
logging that we believe is largely driven by wood-chipping. At our meeting we had representatives
from the communities of Strathbogie, Swanpool, Warrenbayne, Benalla, Violet Town, Euroa,
Mansfield, Rubicon, Toolangi and beyond.

d residents, land owners,

(om:rhulkmsm Our members are aligned with a number of local groups in the
surrounding arca plis a very wide cross section of the local community. This bas been
amply de by larpe at meetings.

The Strathbogic Sustamable Forestry Alliance is not opposad to logging per se, but we

are very concerned about VicForests' plans for logging in the remaining areas of

&mmwfmmm-ofmnukmnu&ntwsmefm
ded by 1he districss of S

S@SF

5 July 2020

The Hon. Lily ’Ambrosio
Minister for the Environment

Dear Minister,

In 2019, the Forest as one of
several Immediate Protected mnrn)wummcmcmrmamdm
natural values (DELWP 2019, Greater Glider Action Statement No. 267).

It was a pleasure and an honor for us that you made that announcement in the Strathbogie
Forest and that you wanted to work with the to protect the ie Forest in
perpetuity.

of SOSF & T ¢ Land & Waters Coundil
m&wo dmumd with then Deputy Sec. FFR, Lee Miezis, the process by which the forest
would gain Leei us that the process to permanently protect
the Strathbogie Forest “as part of the modernization of Victoria’s Regional Forest
Agreements’ (DELWP 2019, Greater Glider Action Statement, Management Action 8) would
take place in 2020.
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The work continues in 2020 - forest
assessments, old growth tree surveys...
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Snow Gum and Mountain Gum forest, Mt Tel.
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What began as a desire for better forest management became a six year campaign to end native forest
logging and gain permanent protection for the Strathbogie Forest. Many people made the enormous effort of
not giving up in the face of entrenched vested interests and detemined bureacratic, administrative and
political opposition.

The campaign created new bonds between locals and visitors and we all discovered aspects of ourselves,
our friends and the forest that we hadn't known before. A variety of organizations provided encouragement,
support and advice.

It took a lot of dedication, strategy and imagination to, finally, have all Strathbogie Forest coupes removed
from the Timber Release Plan and logging excluded from the forest. The task ahead is to achieve permanent
protection for the entire forest - promised by the Victorian Environment Minister in November 2019, but not
yet enacted.
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